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(NFI called άBundeswaldinventurέ Ґ .²L)  

Å Legal basis = BWaldG §41a 

Å Thünen-Institute is responsible for  
inventory planning & data aggregation  

Å The federal states are responsible for 
data collection 

Å survey focusses on the state of forests 
+ production possibilities 
+ on changes in forests 
+ state natural habitats (BNatschG §6 ) 
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Å German forest area: 11,419,124 ha (32 %) 

Å standardized sampling procedure 

Å large-scale systematic cluster sample 

Å assessed every 10 years periodically 

Å one-phase terrestrial sampling inventory 

Å uses permanently marked sample points 

 

German National Forest Inventory 

Susann Klatt 
2nd International Workshop on  

Forest Inventory Statistics 
24/05/2016 2 

Municipal 
19% 

Federal country 
29% 

Federal state 
4% 

<20 ha 
24% 

>20 bis 200 ha 
10% 

>200 -1000 7% 

>1000 7% 

Private 
forest 
48% 

Area 



Sampling Design ς grid densities 

LWI 2012/13 
2 km x 2 km   

LWI 2013/14 
2 km x 2 km  

4 km 

4
 k

m
 2
 k

m
 

Base grid 

4 x 4 km 
= 16 km² 
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CI grid 

8 x 8 km 

= 64 km² acceptance of additional densification 
seems to be continuously strong 
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